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Winterbach, Germany – 01 March 2021 – Whether rapidly growing megacities, a
sustainable energy transition or clean mobility, the challenges for employees
at PFISTERER are no less today than they were in the past. Their task is to find
solutions for safe and reliable energy transmission, on both small and large
scales, and often unnoticed, in overhead lines and substations, or home power
connections and also in trains and wind turbines. PFISTERER products play an
essential role in our everyday lives. With its sights always set on solutions for
the future, the company celebrates its 100th anniversary in 2021.

“Karl Pfisterer founded our company in 1921 with the goal of developing a more
efficient and safer electrical fitting. His dedication to providing the best solution
remains with PFISTERER to this day and encompasses all areas of energy
infrastructures – from generation to transmission and also distribution. As a
result, we are one of the world’s leading independent manufacturers of cable
accessories, insulators and overhead line solutions” says Dr. Konstantin Kurfiss,
Executive Board member of PFISTERER. The family-owned company is an
inventor, pioneer and solution provider with unparalleled innovative expertise that
has shaped the future of the energy industry for 100 years. PFISTERER solutions
can be found in all types of energy grids, above and below ground. PFISTERER
products are used in rail networks, high-speed trains such as the ICE and TGV and
railway safety systems. “Because we are present at countless energy transmission
interfaces, our innovations have a huge impact on our partners,” Dr. Kurfiss
explains. “That is why we are always thinking about the future and the trends in
energy transmission and distribution. We offer solutions today for the challenges
of tomorrow”.

The questions the company faces as it looks to the future are more topical than
ever; how can we sustainably generate the energy to meet future needs? How do
we strengthen power grids against outages caused by extreme weather in a
changing climate whilst bringing energy into harmony with the environment and
the needs of fast-growing urban populations?

Growing urban areas – the challenges of the future
Global energy demand has risen continuously – by more than 160 percent since
the 1970s alone – and continues to rise, with a further 30 percent increase
expected by 2040. Over the same period, the number of city-dwellers worldwide
will double from 3.6 billion to 6.3 billion. “To maintain a reliable supply to growing
urban areas in the future, more electricity has to be transported into cities – and
over ever greater distances: inland from offshore wind farms, and from solar
power plants in the South, to industrialised areas in the North. This is made
possible for example by our silicone composite insulators – for compact and
aesthetic high voltage transmission lines that enjoy high public acceptance” said
Stephan Götschel, Executive Board member of PFISTERER Holding AG.

100 years of PFISTERER – connecting power for the future
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Karl Pfisterer (second from right) set out to
develop better and safer electrical fittings
when he established his company in
Stuttgart-Untertürkheim, 100 years ago.
(Photo: PFISTERER)

With state-of-the-art overhead line
technology, cable systems and components
for transmission and distribution,
PFISTERER ensures a reliable power supply
to growing urban areas. (Photo: RTE)

https://www.pfisterer.com/fileadmin/pfisterer/pressemitteilungen-download/100yearspfisterer.zip


PFISTERER press release

www.pfisterer.com the power connection

As an offshore pioneer with experience in numerous wind farm projects,
PFISTERER also offers the right connection technology for wind turbines, offshore
platforms, battery storage facilities and solar power plants. Due to extreme
weather associated with climate change, the risk of blackouts is increasing
worldwide. Here, PFISTERER’s unique emergency concepts, help energy suppliers
carry out repairs quickly in the event of damage and can also be used as temporary
bypass systems for network upgrades, overhauls, maintenance and testing.

PFISTERER brings the power to the people – above and below ground
PFISTERER has supported the energy industry with overhead line technology,
cable systems and components for power distribution since 1921. Initially for the
newly developing local networks, then from 1937 also in the high voltage (HV)
sector. The first products were steel components like hangers. Later, HV overhead
line clamps and tension fittings were manufactured at the Gussenstadt plant,
established in 1946. These successful solutions quickly gained an international
reputation. In the 1960s, the expansion of HV transmission networks in Europe was
in full swing. Since then, solutions by PFISTERER have been tried and tested in the
construction of overhead lines in extreme Alpine terrain, in the South African
desert, in the Gulf region and at the Guri Dam in Venezuela – from 110 V to 1,100 kV.
As a pioneer in HV cable connection technology, PFISTERER also offers
accessories and solutions for submarine and underground cable systems,
including turnkey cable installation. Smart accessories for collecting operating
data will play an increasingly important role in the future.

Innovation as a business driver
PFISTERER meets future challenges with the knowledge that comes from one
hundred years of experience. This expertise has developed continuously with
advances in technology – and technology has advanced thanks to PFISTERER’s
expertise. Numerous innovations and patents continuously drive our growth. Their
success has turned PFISTERER into a globally active company – with a distribution
network in 70 countries and 21 locations in Europe, North and South America, Asia
and the Middle East. With a workforce of 2100 employees worldwide, state-of-the-
art manufacturing processes and a seamless quality management system, all
ensure that we will continue to provide the right solutions into the future.

Our anniversary website 100years-pfisterer.com offers entertaining insights
into future and past requirements for power grids around the world – and
PFISTERER’s solutions.

As a pioneer in the field of renewable
energy generation, PFISTERER has
decades of experience and offers the right
connection technology for wind turbines,
offshore platforms, battery storage
facilities and solar power plants.
(Photo: TENNET)

The world’s oldest means of mass
transportation is also one of the most
modern in terms of environmental
friendliness. PFISTERER electrifies
modern rail networks, ensures safe
electrical connections in regional and
long-distance trains, and provides safety
equipment to protect workers.
(Photo: SIEMENS)

Quality and safety testing is obligatory for
PFISTERER’s technical products.
PFISTERER has its own unique HV
laboratories and test facilities for this
purpose, including Europe’s first high
voltage test lab, with more than 90 years of
history. (Photo: PFISTERER)

http://www.100years-pfisterer.com/
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PFISTERER – Historical development and innovations

1921
PFISTERER was founded. Karl
Pfisterer sets out to develop better
electrical fittings.

1937
PFISTERER produces the
first fittings for high-voltage
overhead lines and clamps
for switchgear.

1946
The factory at Gussenstadt is
built during the post-war
reconstruction period.

1957
First foreign branch
established in Malters,
Switzerland.

1962
At the new plant in Winterbach,
PFISTERER starts using plastics
on a large scale.

1968
Invention of the SCK
compact screw terminal –
the solution for more than 22
million safe home power
connections to date.

1969
PFISTERER is granted a patent
for compact NH fuse switches
for plastic distribution cabinets.

1975
The pluggable cable
connection system CONNEX
is presented for the first
time.

1985
PFISTERER develops a new kind
of composite insulator made from
weather-resistant silicone.

1988
PFISTERER patented
pluggable surge arresters.

1997
PLUG ensures secure
connections in high-speed trains
and wind turbines.

2003
Invention of the SICON
screw connector with its
unique stepless shear bolt.

2007
The new catenary wire tensioning
system TENSOREX C+ is
patented.

2015
The Kadaň plant is created –
silicone processing at the
highest level.

2018
FrontCon solves the problem of
connecting single-strand
insulated conductor types.

2020
SEANEX – the optimum HV
connection solution for
modern offshore wind farms.

About PFISTERER
PFISTERER is a leading independent manufacturer of cable fittings, insulators and
overhead line accessories for sensitive interfaces in energy networks. The Group
has its headquarters in Winterbach near Stuttgart in southern Germany.
PFISTERER develops, produces, and sells internationally successful solutions for
110 V to 1,100 kV voltage levels. With its end-to-end range of products for
application in energy networks, consulting, installation, and training, PFISTERER
is a valued partner to companies specialising in power supply, plant construction,
and electrified rail transport around the world. PFISTERER operates production
plants in Europe, North America and South America, as well as sales offices in 18
countries across Europe, Asia, South America, and the USA. The Group employs
2100 people.


